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SEPTEMBER  TRIP  TO  ALAMEDA 

On  Sunday,  September  12,  a trip  was  taken  to  Alameda  to  observe 
shorebirds.  High  tide  at  Ft.  Point  was  5.5  feet  at  11:10  a.m.  PST,  low  tide 
was  0.9  feet  at  5:03  p.m.  PST.  The  party  met  at  Lincoln  Park,  Alameda, 
at  1:30  PDST.  We  went  directly  to  the  last  remaining  pool  on  Frontage 
Drive,  East  Oakland  side  of  San  Leandro  Bay  to  see  the  birds  on  their  loaf- 
ing grounds.  Here  were  many  large  waders  including  about  25  Long-billed 
Curlews.  The  Western  Sandpipers  put  on  a grand  show  when  an  estimated 
seven  thousand  wheeled  and  turned  low  over  the  ground.  Sandpipers  often 
perform  in  this  manner  just  before  going  to  the  feeding  grounds.  Later  we 
saw  these  birds  feeding  on  Bay  Farm  Island.  Some  12  members  of  the  Mount 
Diablo  Audubon  Society  joined  our  society  making  a total  of  75  members 
and  guests  present. 

Thirty-one  species  were  observed:  Brown  Pelican,  Great  Blue  Heron, 

Pintail,  Turkey  Vulture,  Sparrow  Hawk,  Coot,  Semipalmated  (Ringed)  Plover, 
Killdeer,  Black-bellied  Plover,  Long-billed  Curlew,  Hudsonian  Curlew,  Willet, 
Greater  Yellow-egs,  Least  Sandpiper,  Dowitcher,  Western  Sandpiper,  Marbled 
Godwit,  Sanderling,  Avocet,  Glaucous- winged  Gull,  Western  Gull,  Calif.  Gull, 
Ring-billed  Gull,  Forster  Tern,  Common  Tern,  Caspian  Tern,  Scrub  Jay, 
House  Sparrow,  Western  Meadowlark,  Brewer  Blackbird  and  House  Finch. 

— Junea  W.  Kelly,  Leader  and  Historian. 

AN  ALBINO  RED-WINGED  BLACKBIRD 

A dove  hunter  who  lives  in  Benecia  and  who  knows  my  interest  in  birds 
brought  to  me  on  September  6,  1954,  an  albino  blackbird,  the  plumage  of 
which  was  100%  pure  white  except  for  a pale  pink  patch  on  the  shoulder  of 
each  wine  The  eyes,  feet  and  bill  were  also  pink.  The  hunter  reported  that 
the  bird  was  among  a flock  of  red-wings  near  Orland,  Glenn  County,  California. 
I have  added  this  specimen  to  my  collection  of  skins  which  I have  accumulated 

for  study  and  identification  purposes.  ■ r 

* — Emerson  A.  Stoner,  Beneaa,  Calif. 

HOLIDAY  tor  October  1954  has  an  article  Audubon  Society  by  Donald 
Culross  Peattie,  illustrated  with  photographs  by  Allan  D.  Cruickshank. 
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SEPTEMBER  TRIP  TO  DIMOND  CANYON 

Twenty-six  members  and  guests  met  at  Dimond  Park  in  Oakland  on 
Saturday,  September  25.  It  was  a hot  day,  calm  and  clear.  Most  of  the  birds 
were  found  in  or  near  the  tall  trees  adjacent  to  the  main  park  entrance.  Those 
found  farther  up  the  canyon  were  generally  close  to  the  ground  in  dense  under- 
brush. The  following  22  species  were  observed:  Mourning  Dove,  Anna 

Hummingbird,  Red-shafted  Flicker,  Scrub  Jay,  Chestnut-backed  Chickadee, 
Bush-tit,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Wren-tit,  Mockingbird,  Robin,  Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet,  Orange-crowned  Warbler,  Yellow  Warbler,  Pileolated  Warbler,  House 
Sparrow,  Brewer  Blackbird,  House  Finch,  Spotted  Towhee,  Brown  Towhee, 
Oregon  Junco,  White-crowned  Sparrow,  and  Song  Sparrow. 

— L.  R.  Leinbach,  Leader  and  Historian. 

BIRDS'  'ANTING'  ANTICS 

On  August  26,  1954,  an  immature  White-crowned  Sparrow  was  seen  go- 
ing through  peculiar  contortions  in  a rose  plot  on  the  grounds  of  Salem  Home 
in  central  Oakland.  As  it  entered  an  area  where  young  shoots  of  wild  morning 
glory  covered  the  ground  between  some  rose  bushes,  it  began  to  extend  its 
wings  and  tail,  each  at  a different  angle,  seeming  about  to  fall  apart  in  the 
process.  It  touched  its  bill  to  the  ground  as  if  picking  up  something  and  with 
a very  quick  motion  twisting  its  head  and  body  it  passed  its  bill  through  the 
feathers  near  the  top  of  the  tail. 

This  occurred  only  once  as  passers-by  scared  it  away.  Then  a brown  tow- 
hee advanced  toward  the  same  place,  looked  down  at  the  same  spot  and  started 
to  spread  its  wings  and  tail  in  the  same  manner,  but  was  scared  off  before  it 
completed  the  performance.  Looking  carefully  over  the  area  afterwards  nothing 
unusual  was  found  under  the  rose  bushes  except  the  morning  glory  sprouts 
and  the  damp  area  where  they  grew.  Could  these  birds  have  been  'anting’  ? 
Edwin  Way  Teale  in  his  recent  book  "The  Circle  of  the  Seasons”  writes  of 
several  observations  he  made  during  the  year  and  tells  of  similar  observations 
made  by  other  bird  watchers.  In  each  case  the  birds  in  question  went  through 
peculiar  contortions  and  picked  up  various  articles  such  as  ants,  bits  of  orange 
and  apple  peels,  moth  balls,  ashes,  vinegar  and  lemon  juice.  These  they  rubbed 
or  placed  on  their  feathers  under  their  wings  or  near  the  tail,  evidently  for 
the  acid  given  off  as  they  were  rubbed  on. 

We  need  more  observations  and  studies  of  these  peculiar,  interesting  and 
little  known  habits. 

— Clelia  A.  Paroni. 

FLORIDA  BIRD  LIFE,  by  Alexander  Sprunt,  Jr.,  will  be  published  on 
November  1.  This  book  is  a much-needed  revision  of  the  book  of  the  same 
name  published  by  Arthur  Howell  in  1932.  Mr.  Sprunt  will  be  remembered 
as  the  first  Screen  Tour  lecturer  of  the  1953-4  season. 

The  Ivory-billed  Woodpecker,  Campebilus  principalis,  which  is  extinct 
or  nearly  so  in  the  United  States,  is  also  found  in  Cuba.  According  to  Bond  s 
"Field  Guide  of  Birds  of  the  West  Indies”,  the  formerly  widespread  bird  is 
now  confined  to  the  Sierra  del  Cristal  and  the  Sierra  de  Moa  in  north  Oriente. 
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NEW  MEMBERS.  We  welcome  the  following:  from  San  Francisco, 
Mrs.  Charles  R.  Armour,  Ern  Beyer,  Mrs.  Brian  M.  Duff,  Frederick  T.  Furrer, 
Albert  Kasch,  Churchill  C.  Peters,  Miss  Harriett  Schmidt,  William  Watt;  from 
Oakland,  Dan  Beach,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Farrer,  Miss  Daisy  E.  Lenhart,  Miss  Marian 
Petray,  Nicholas  T.  Luning;  from  Berkeley,  Miss  Marion  Avery,  Mrs.  Amy  B. 
Bumstead,  Mrs.  F.  K.  Cannon,  Miss  Hannah  W.  Rowell,  Miss  Thryza  M.  Shar- 
wood;  from  Hayward,  Emil  Sekfrak;  from  Orinda,  Dr.  Leonard  Roth;  from 
Point  Richmond,  Mabel  Edwards;  from  Ross,  Mrs.  Benjamin  H.  Dibblee,  Mrs. 
Norman  B.  Livermore;  from  San  Rafael,  John  Winter;  from  Sausalito,  Mrs. 
Phyllis  C.  Gailey. 

OBSERVATIONS.  AMERICAN  EGRET,  Lloyd  Lake,  Golden  Gate 
Park,  Sept.  3 (Laura  A.  Stephens);  GOLDEN  EAGLE,  seen  from  house  in 
Lafayette,  Sept.  9 (Harry  Adamson);  OSPREY,  Jewel  Lake,  Tilden  Park, 
Aug.  21  (Dan  Beach  and  Herbert  Wong);  COMMON  TERNS,  5 at  Bay 
Farm  Island,  Sept.  5 (Howard  Cogswell);  VAUX  SWIFTS,  Lafayette,  one 
on  Sept.  13,  2 on  Sept.  16  (HA);  ALLEN  HUMMINGBIRD,  El  Cerrito, 
Oct.  16  (A.  L.  Curl);  Belted  Kingfisher,  El  Cerrito,  Sept.  4 and  Oct.  16 
(ALC);  LEWIS  WOODPECKER,"  El  Cerrito,  Sept.  17  (ALC);  ASH- 
THROATED  FLYCATCHER,  Tilden  Park,  Sept.  4 (DB,  John  Thomson  and 
HW);  WHITE-BREASTED  NUTHATCH,  El  Cerrito,  Sept.  18  (ALC); 
WREN-TIT,  Franklin  and  Jackson  Streets,  San  Francisco,  Aug.  14  (LAS); 
CEDAR  WAXWINGS,  small  flock,  El  Cerrito,  Sept.  5 (ALC);  MAC- 
GILLIVRAY  WARBLER,  Lafayette,  Sept.  9 (HA) ; AMERICAN  REDSTART, 
female,  at  Chain-of  Lakes,  Golden  Gate  Park,  Sept.  2 (Ruth  Fauhl)  and  3 
(RF  and  Florence  Plymell,  reported  by  LAS);  WESTERN  MEADOWLARK, 
Oakland,  residential  area  near  Roosevelt  Junior  High  School,  Sept.  18  (DB); 
HOODED  ORIOLES,  female  feeding  2 young,  Berkeley,  Aug.  30  (Margaret 
Breck);  PINE  GROSBEAKS,  3 near  Devils’  Postpile  National  Monument, 
Sept.  29  (ALC). 

According  to  the  October  9,  1954,  number  of  SCIENCE  NEWS  LETTER, 
a census  of  Trumpeter  Swans  totalled  642  in  1954  as  compared  with  577  in 
1953.  The  number  of  these  birds  was  down  to  only  73  in  1935  when  the  Red 
Rocks  Lakes  Migratory  Waterfowl  Refuge  in  Southwestern  Montana  was  es- 
tablished. Over  half  of  the  birds  were  found  there.  The  totals  by  states 
were:  Montana  452,  Wyoming  130,  Idaho  45,  Oregon  8 and  Nevada  7. 

(These  birds  can  sometimes  be  seen  at  Swan  Lake  near  Mammoth  Hot  Springs, 
in  Yellowstone  National  Park  — ED.). 

An  interesting  article  in  the  March  1954  Scientific  American  is  "Bird 
Sonar”,  by  Donald  R.  Griffin.  The  Guacheros  (Steatornis  caripensis)  live 
in  the  great  cavern  near  the  town  of  Caripe  in  the  highlands  of  Venezuela. 
They  are  birds  with  a wingspread  of  31/?  feet,  the  mouth  of  a goatsucker,  and 
are  nocturnal.  They  leave  the  cave  at  night  to  feed  on  fruit,  and  can  fly  in 
absolute  darkness.  They  utter  sharp  clicking  sounds  at  intervals,  and  locate 
the  walls  of  the  cave,  or  other  obstacles,  by  the  echoes. 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE.  Arthur  H.  Myer  has  been  appointed 
as  Chairman  of  the  Nominating  Committee.  Suggestions  for  nominations  for 
officers  and  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  may  be  submitted  to  the  Nomi- 
nating Committee  by  any  member  of  the  Society  in  good  standing. 
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NOVEMBER  MEETING 

The  446th  regular  meeting  of  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  will  be 
held  in  the  Rotary  Natural  Science  Center,  near  the  bird-feeding  area  at  Lake 
Merritt  in  Oakland,  on  Thursday,  November  11,  at  7:30  p.m.  Following  the 
business  meeting,  Dr.  Alden  H.  Miller,  Director  of  the  Museum  of  Vertebrate 
Zoology  of  the  University  of  California,  will  give  an  illustrated  talk  on  "The 
Birds  of  the  Desert  Mountains  of  Northern  Mexico”.  Come  and  bring  friends. 

— Mrs.  Budd  J.  Smith,  Program  Chairman. 

NOVEMBER  TRIP  TO  JOICE  ISLAND 

On  Sunday,  November  14,  meet  at  the  Court  House  in  Fairfield  (where 
the  main  street  and  the  street  leading  to  Suisun  form  a "T”)  at  9 a.m..  Fairfield 
may  be  reached  via  U.S.  40  through  Vallejo,  or  by  the  Martinez-Benecia  ferry 
and  then  to  Suisun.  From  Fairfield  the  group  will  drive  to  the  Suisun  Water- 
fowl  Refuge  on  Joice  Island,  which  we  previously  visited  in  1949  and  1950 
by  boat.  Large  numbers  and  many  species  of  water  birds  should  be  seen,  also 
probably  white-tailed  kites.  Leader,  Harry  Adamson.  Bring  binoculars,  tele- 
scope, lunch,  and  interested  friends. 

NOVEMBER  TRIP  TO  ORINDA 

On  Saturday,  November  27,  meet  at  Orinda  Crossroads  near  the  theatre 
on  the  Moraga  Road  at  9 a.m.  Cascade  (Orinda)  Lake  and  probably  San  Pablo 
Reservoir  will  be  visited,  perhaps  also  other  good  birding  spots  in  the  general 
area.  Hooded  Mergansers  are  often  seen  on  Cascade  Lake  in  winter,  and  a 
large  flock  of  Canada  Geese  are  usually  seen  at  the  reservoir.  Leader,  Peter 
Veitch.  Bring  binoculars,  telescope,  lunch  if  desired,  and  interested  friends. 

— Frank  A.  Scott,  Chairman,  Field  Trips  Committee. 

Mrs.  George  C.  Browne  of  Oakland  will  be  the  official  delegate  of 
the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  at  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  National 
Audubon  Society  in  New  York,  November  13  - 16. 
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